MIES IS TUENING TUIRTEEN AwbD TX
¥  ABEDUT TO DISCOVER HER
“WMAGICAL POWER-—-HER -SAWY.




WhHew sty BROTHER FSH TURMED THERTERN, we moved to
the deepest part of inland because of the hummicane and, of
course, the fact that he'd caused it | had liked living down
muﬂﬂmﬂ!mdgcnﬂﬂﬂ,mﬂmd!?uﬂﬁng—ptﬂbgm
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been hard—hard like the pavemnent the firsst e 1 fell off
my pank rwo-wheeler and my palms burmed like fire from
all of the hurt just under the skin. But it was plain that Fish
could live nowhere near or nearby or next to or dose to ar
on or amound any largish bodies of water. Water had a way
of triggering myy brother and making crdinary, everyday
weather take a frightening tum for the worse.




Unlike any normal hurricane, Fish's birthday storm
had started without warning. One minute, my brother
was tearing paper from presents in our backyard near
the beach; the next minute, both Fish and the aftemoon
sky went a Funny and fearsome shade of gray. My
brother gripped the edge of the picnic table as the wind
kicked up around him, gaining momentum and fpping
ﬁ:mnppi:gpipﬂmnnfhjshinﬂh,laiﬂlﬂilhlﬂh
up into the sky with all of the balloons and streamers
roiling together and disintegrating like a birthday party
in a blender. Groaning and cracking, trees shuddered
and bent aver double, uprooting and falling as easily as
sticks in wet sand. Rain pelted us like gravel thrown by
a playground bully as windows shattered and shingles
ripped off the roof. As the storm surged and the ocean
waves tossed and churned, spilling raging water and debris
farther and farther up the beach, Momma and Poppa
grabbed hold of Fish and held on tight, while the rest
of us ran for cover. Momma and Poppa knew what was
happening. They had been expecting something like



this and knew that they had to keep my brother calm
and help him ride out his storm.

That hurricane had been the shortest on record, bur
ta keep the coastal towns safe from our Fish, our family
had packed up and moved deep inland, plunging into
the very hearn of the land and stopping as close to the
center of the country a3 we could get. There, without
big water to fuel big storms, Fish could make it blow
and rain without so much heartache and ruin.

Sertling directhy betwseen Mebraska and Kansas
in a liethe place all our own, just off Highway 81, we
were well beyond hollering distance from the nearest
neighbor, which weas the best place to be for & Eamily
like ours. The dosest town was merely a far-off Blur
across the highway, and was not even big enough o
have irs own school oF store, oF gas station or mavar,

Mondsy through Wednesday, we called our thin
stretch of land Kansaska, Thursday through Saturday,
whe called it Mebransas, On Sundays, since that was the
Lord's Day, we called it nothing at all, out of respect for



MIBESE CAN'T WAIT TO TURN THIRTEEN,
the age when all Beaumonts discover their supernatural
power—their savvy. But when Poppa is hurt in 8 terrible
accident just before her binhday, Mibs necds more than
just fantastic magic: it will take new friends, strong family,
and an extraordinary adventure oo ser things vghe again.

“Law udveils Ber wavvy Bor seorvielling in this magical debun.”
—Rpcky Mountair News & Drarer Posi
% “Short chapeers and cliffengers keep the pace guick. And whilc

rowd-irip novels wad 1w be more aboat the jowrmry than the
destlmption, ik ending - . . s preéty perfesi.”

== lelielecrs Wenkly, starmed review
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