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About This Book 

To build a foundation for college and career readiness, students need 
to learn to use writing as a way of offering and supporting opinions, 

demonstrating understanding of the subjects they are studying, and 
conveying real and imagined experiences and events. They learn to 
appreciate that a key purpose of writing is to communicate clearly to an 
external, sometimes unfamiliar audience, and they begin to adapt the form 
and content of their writing to accomplish a particular task and purpose. 

- COMMON COR E S T A TE S T ANDARDS F OR ENG LI S H LANGUAGE ARTS, JUNE 2010 

(\'his book includes step-by-step instructions for teaching the three forms of 
J writing-Opinion, Informative/Explanatory, and Narrative-covered in the 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS). The CCSS are a result of a state-led 
effort to establish a single set of clear educational standards aimed at providing 
students nationwide with a high-quality education. The standards oudine the 
knowledge and skills that students should achieve during their years in school. 

The writing standards are a subset of the Common Core English Language Arts 
Standards. They provide "a focus for instruction" to help students gain a mastery 
of a range of skills and applications necessary for writing clear prose. This book 
is divided into three main sections; each section includes six lessons devoted 
to one of the writing forms covered in the CCSS for grade 4. You'll find more 
about each of these types of writing on pages 6- 7. 

• Lessons 1-6 (pages 8- 25) focus on the standards for writing 
opmton p1eces. 

• Lessons 7-12 (pages 26- 43) emphasize standards particular to 
informative/ explanatory writing. (Lesson 7 focuses on the important skill 
of summarizing and paraphrasing information in research notes.) 

• Lessons 13-18 (pages 44-61) address the standards for narrative writing. 

Although the cess do not specify how to teach any form of writing, the lessons 
in this book follow the gradual release of responsibility model of instruction: 
I Do It, We Do It, You Do It (Pearson & Gallagher, 1983). This model provides 
educators with a framework for releasing responsibility to students in a gradual 
manner. It recognizes that we learn best when a concept is demonstrated to us; 
when we have sufficient time to practice it with support; and when we are then 
given the opportunity to try it on our own. Each phase is equally important, 
but the chief goal is to teach for independence-the You Do It phase-so that 
students really learn to take over the skill and apply it in new situations. 

Pearson, P. D., & Gallagher, M. C. (1983). "The Instruction of Reading Comprehension." Contemporary 
Educational Psychology, 8 (3). 
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Opinion Writing 
Picl< a Planet 

............................. ···. 
: . 

Objectives & ...•.......•................... 

Common Core Connections 

Introduce the topic. 

Focus on the purpose of opinion writing. 

State an opinion about the topic. 

Develop a list of facts to support the opinion. 
~ . · ...........................•..•......•..............•••••..... · 

Introduction Provide ead'l srudem with a 
copy of the writing frame (page 9). Read the ride 
and ftrsr lines. Draw attention to rhe images. 
Ask students to form an opinion about which 
planer they would prefer to visit. Tell them dur 
rhey wiU be writing ro persuade others ro agree 
wirh their opinion. Remind students that an 
opinion is a point of view or what someone 
tninks or believes about somed1ing. 

Model Tell students that in an opinionpiece, 
writers should introduce the topic. Write the topic 
i_n semence form on the board. For example: 

It would be fun to visit another planet. 

Call on a volunteer to telJ what planet he or she 
would choose. For example: 

I think we should visit Mars. 

Remind students that they are writing to 

persuade their readers ro agree wid'l them. Ask: 
How do you persuade someone to agree with yott? 
Help srudenrs understand that a writer might 
give facts ro support an opinion. Brainstorm 
some facts or have some relevant research 
materials available and invite students to research 
facts that support the opinion. For example: 

closer to Earth 

spacecraft landed there 

has interesting canyons 

Conch swdenrs in developing complete 
sentences based on rhe reasons. For example: 

Earth is closer to Mars than to Jupiter. 

Spacecraft have already landed there. 

The planet has interesting canyons. 

Guided Practice Have students complere 
rhe writing frame. Remind them to introduce 
the topic, focus on the purpose of writmg about 
the ropic, stare an opinion, list facts ro support 
their opinion, and write some practice sentences. 
Encourage studenrs to use their own wording 
and sentence structure. 1f students choose to 
visit Jupiter, guide them in developing facts to 

support their opinion. 

Review Invite volunteers to read their finished 
pages to the class. Have listeners use items 1-4 
on the assessment checklist (page 62) ro evaluate 
the effectiveness of other students' work. 

Independent Practice Use the On 
Your Own activity (page 1 0) as homework or 
review. Encourage students to use what they 
have learned in the lesson to complete the 
assignment. Explain that mey can choose a 
place in the solar system from the Idea Box or 
use rbei r own idea. Have appropriate reference 
materials and a computer with Internet access 
available for srudenr research . 

8 
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Name--------------------- Date _____ _ 

. . . . . 

• .. 

Pick a Planet 
Which planet would you like to visit? 

How can you get others to agree with you? 

·················································•·. 
Introduce the topic. 

Focus on your writing purpose. 

State your opinion. 

List facts to support your opinion. 

Write some practice sentences. 
.................................................. 

. . . 

. . . . . 

........... 
! Mars ? . ....... . 

. ...... ._. 

Topic -----------------------------------

Writing Purpose 

Opinion -----------------------------------

Supporting Facts 

Practice Sentences --------------------------------
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. . . . . . . 
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Name--------------------- Date _____ _ 

• on Your 
« Own * 

Which place in the solar system would you like to visit? 

Choose one from the Idea Box or think of your own idea. 

Then, complete this page to get others to agree with you . 

.................................................................................................................. , . . ... . .. 
. 0 Mercury 0 Venus 

~ 
. 0 Neptune . . . . . 

Idea 
. 

0 My Idea: Box 
"\_···· .. 

~ ••................................••............• . ........................................... . 

. . 

I 
: 

Topic ----------------------------------

Writing Purpose 

Opinion --------------------------------

Supporting Facts ---------------------------

Practice Sentences ----------------------------
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Informative Writing 
Hall o Fame 

.···• ············•····••·••···· 

. . 

. 
Objectives & ·•••••••••••••·•••••••••••••• · .. 
Common Core Connections . 

Introduce the topic. 

Focus on the purpose of informative writing. 

Conduct research. 

~ Summarize or paraphrase information in notes. . -............................................................ . 
Introduction Provide each student with 
a copy of the writing frame (page 27). Read 
the title and first line. Tell students that they 
will develop facts for a paragraph about the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame. Point out that 
the purpose of informative writing is to inform 
readers. Explain that it is usually necessary to 
do research for this kind of writing. Have some 
relevant books ready. 

Model You might say: The topic is the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame. Point out that although 
page 27 gives some information about this 'topic, 
writers can't simply copy it. Stress that when 
students do research, they must take notes and 
paraphrase the information by putting it in their 
own words. Suggest that they look for key words 
such as baseball, plaques, and exhibits before 
talung notes. For example: 

baseball-National Hall of Fame 
in Cooperstown 

plaques-honor 300 people 

exhibits-books, photos, documents, 
uniforms, equipment 

Coach students in developing sentences from 
their notes. For example: 

The National Baseball Hall of Fame 
is in Cooperstown, New York. 

A gallery of bronze plaques there 
honors almost 300 outstanding people 
in baseball. 

Other displays show baseball-related 
books, photos, uniforms, and equipment . 

Direct students to use the research materials you 
have assembled to find examples of a player or 
a manager elected to the Baseball Hall of Prune. 
H ave them record notes. For example: 

Roberto Alomar-second base, 
elected 2011 

Whitey Herzog-manager, 
St. Louis Cardinals, elected 2010 

Guided Practice H ave students complete the 
writing fran1e. Encourage them to use tl1eir own 
wording and sentence structure. 

Review Invite volunteers to read their notes, 
sentences, and research to the class. Have 
list.eners use items 1-4 on the assessment 
chedclist (page 63) to evaluate the effectiveness 
of other students' work. 

Independent Practice Use the On 
Your Own activity (page 28) as homework or 
review. Encourage students to use what they 
have learned tn the lesson to complete the 
assignment. Explain that they can choose a hall 
of fame from the Idea Box or think of one of 
their own. Have appropriate reference materials 
and a computer with Internet access available for 
student research . 

26 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

___ N_ a....:.m_e ____ - _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- ___ D_a_t_e ____________ - _- _- _- _- _ -_ ~) 

Hall of Fame 
: What do you know about the 

: National Baseball Hall of Fame? • 

.·································································· . 
: • . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 
: . 

Name the topic. 

Focus on your writing purpose . 

Look for key words. 

Take notes in your own words . 

Write practice sentences from your notes . 

Do your own research to find a player or a 

manager in the Baseball Hall of Fame. Take 

notes and write some more practice sentences. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · ............•.................................................... · 

Topic 

Writing Purpose 

······························································································································ 

Sample Text: 

The National Baseball 
Hall of Fame in 

Cooperstown, New 
York, has a gallery 
of bronze plaques 

to recognize about 
300 exceptional 
figures in baseball. 
Also exhibited 

there are books, 
photos, documents, 
uniforms, and many 

examples of baseball 
equipment . 

Key Words 

Practice Notes 

Practice Sentences 

. . . . . . . . 

. . . · .............................................................................................................................. · 

Research and Notes 

Practice Sentences 
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Name-------------------- Date ------

on You" 
Own 

Choose a hall of fame from the Idea Box or think of another one. 
Complete th is page. 

····--··· . . 
0 Basketball Hall of Fame 0 My Idea: . . 

~ 
. . . 

0 Hockey Hall of Fame 

Idea . . 0 Football Hall of Fame Box 
,., .......... , .... ~ 

Topic ---------------------------------

Writing Purpose ----------------------------

Key Words -----------------------------

Research and Notes --------------------------

Practice Sentences ---------------------------
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Name----------------- Date----------

. . . . . . . . . . 
: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

62 

Student Assessment Checklist 
Opinion Writing 

1. Introduced the topic . ........................................................... D 
2. Focused on the writing purpose . .......................................... D 
3. Stated an opinion . .............................................................. D 
4. Developed and presented reasons, facts, and/or details 

to support an opinion . ........................................................ D 
5. Organized the reasons, facts, and/or details 

in a logical order. . ............................................................. D 
6. Connected the reasons and opinion with linking words . ......... D 
7. Addressed the audience appropriately . ................................ D 
8. Provided a concluding sentence . .......................................... D 
9. Wrote a paragraph that offers an opinion . ........................... D 

··········································································································· .. • • Capitalized proper nouns . D 
~0re Thing" D • Capitalized the first word of sentences . 

\O Chec,t D Used correct punctuation . • • D Spelled words correctly . • 
• Followed correct paragraph form . D 

· . . . . . . . . . . . 
: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

· ..•.....................................................................................................•.. · 
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