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Narrator: Once upon a time, there lived a king in a faraway land. He had one daughter, a
lovely young princess. He decided to throw her a feast for her tenth birthday. It was a 
wonderful feast, and he invited all the good fairies from the surrounding woodlands. 

Each good fairy cast a different spell on the young princess. One spell made her sweet.
Another spell made her smart. Another spell made her pretty. But there was one 
particular fairy—a Wicked Fairy—who had not been invited to the feast. The Wicked Fairy
grew angry and cast a curse on the Princess. 

Wicked Fairy: Zarsasee Zorsesee Zizzle and Zoup.
Your manners will be frightful. You’ll slurp up your soup. 

Narrator: The King was horrified. He immediately issued a proclamation to try to keep the
curse against his daughter from coming true.
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King: All spoons throughout the kingdom must be destroyed at once. Citizens of the land,
gather up any and all bowls. Take them to the royal dump immediately. From this point
forward, soup is outlawed in my kingdom. No more clam chowder, no more chicken and
stars. Hear me, hear me, by royal proclamation, there is to be no more soup.

Narrator: A few years later, the Princess had her sixteenth birthday. The King arranged a
huge feast. Prince Charming, from a neighboring land, was to be the guest of honor. He
was famous the whole world over for his fine breeding. The King had even hired a new
cook specifically for the occasion.

Prince Charming (snobbily): I would like to say a few words to the lovely Princess. If her 
manners are anything like my manners—ahem, ahem—I am sure we will get along quite
splendidly.

Narrator: The waiters began to serve the meal. To the King’s horror, they set down bowls
of soup. The King had completely forgotten to tell the new cook that soup was forbidden
throughout the land. 

Slurping Beauty: I’ve never tasted such a delight before. What is this fine food?

Prince Charming: Why, it’s soup, of course.

King: Oh, no. It’s soup!

Slurping Beauty: It’s delicious. I’ve never tasted anything so delicious. Slurp, slurp, slurp.

Prince Charming: Well, I never. I believe that I must be going at once. I have a previous
engagement that completely slipped my mind. King, thank you for a most charming
evening. Your daughter is a most… interesting young lady.

Narrator: The King was furious that the feast had gone so badly. The Wicked Fairy’s curse
had taken hold. Slurping Beauty had scared off Prince Charming with her terrible 
manners. Sure, Prince Charming was something of a snob. But what about the next young
man who came to dinner? What if Slurping Beauty scared him off, too? 

The King decided he would fire the new cook at once. But Slurping Beauty begged him
not to. Until now, she had never tasted soup. And she loved it.

Slurping Beauty: Please, Daddy. Don’t fire the cook. Have him make more soup. I love it.
Slurp, slurp, slurp.
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Narrator: The King could not deny his daughter. And so began a period of Slurping Beauty
trying all the soup she’d missed out on throughout her childhood. Night after night, meal
after meal, she tried different soups—split pea, chicken noodle, beef and barley. She loved
them all. And she slurped them all up. 

The old King was terribly upset. If his daughter kept behaving this way, she might never
find a husband. It so happened that another prince was passing through the land. The
King had no choice but to invite Prince Alarming to dinner.

Soup was served as usual. The King expected that it was going to be a very 
embarrassing evening.

Prince Alarming: I would like to tell a riddle to the lovely Princess. What did the flower say to
the bee? Buzz off! Get it? Buzz off!

Narrator: The Princess began to laugh. And then Prince Alarming began to laugh. He had
a goofy high-pitched laugh that sounded like this:

Prince  Alarming: Hee-har, hee-har, hee-har.

Slurping Beauty: Slurp, slurp, slurp.

Prince Alarming: Knock, knock

Slurping Beauty: Who’s there? Slurp, slurp, slurp.

Prince Alarming: Lettuce.

Slurping Beauty: Lettuce who? Slurp, slurp, slurp.

Prince Alarming: Let us alone! Get it? Let us alone!!!

Narrator: Slurping Beauty laughed so hard that soup came out her nose. That made Prince
Alarming laugh even harder: hee-har, hee-har, hee-har. 

Slurping Beauty didn’t mind Prince Alarming’s goofy laugh. In fact, she thought it was
cute. Prince Alarming didn’t mind the way Slurping Beauty ate her soup. "She has a
healthy appetite," he would say, always with a hearty laugh: "Hee-har, hee-har, hee-har."

The two rather enjoyed one another’s funny habits. They fell in love and lived happily
ever after. 

the end



64

History of the Tale

Sleeping Beauty” is a traditional folktale
that has been retold countless times
over the years. Whatever the version,

the story always features a princess who is
the victim of a curse. If she pricks her finger
on a spindle—a type of pin used with a 
spinning wheel—she will fall asleep for a
hundred years. The King and Queen order
that all spindles be removed from the 
kingdom. But she still manages to find one.
Sure enough, she pricks her finger and falls
asleep for a hundred years. Finally, a hand-
some prince awakens her from the spell.
This version follows a similar but fractured
story line: the Princess must never eat soup.
If she does, she’ll never get a date. An effort
is made to remove all the bowls and soup
spoons from the kingdom, but to no avail.

Vocabulary Boosters
This story contains several words that may
be new to your class:
proclamation (noun): an official announcement
alarming (adj.): shocking and surprising
breeding (noun): behavior and manners that are
the result of the way a person is raised

Discuss these words with your students
and invite them to use each in a sentence.

Discussion Starters
Prince Charming had perfect 

manners. But he and Slurping Beauty did
not get along. Prince Alarming told silly
jokes and had a goofy laugh. He and
Slurping Beauty got along great. Ask your
students about choosing friends. Is it
important to follow one’s heart, no matter
what others may think?

The Wicked Fairy’s curse was supposed
to keep Slurping Beauty from ever getting a
date. But Slurping Beauty found a way
around the curse. Discuss with your 
students whether it’s possible to fix most 
situations, even if they seem bad at first.

Writing Prompts
Write a royal proclamation. Your

proclamation can be serious, demanding
that people stop littering, for example. Or
it can be a silly one, banning people from
wearing the color red, say. Whatever type of
proclamation you write, use lots of fancy
language such as "Hear ye, hear ye."

Prince Alarming loved silly jokes and
riddles. Make up at least three of them that
will be guaranteed to make him laugh “hee-
har, hee-har, hee-har.”
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