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Shakespeare Shorts, Gr, 4-6

Richard 11

Performance ngt.ﬁ. Number of Parts Genre

10 to 15 Minutes 15 History
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Long ago, in England, the young king, Richard 11 was proving to be unpopular for his arrogant
decisions and pursuits, The final straw for many of the nobles occurred when Richard seized the
inheritance of Henry Bolingbroke, his cousin who he had earlier banished, to finance an armed
assault on some rebel Irish. Upon returning to England, Richard found his reign opposed

almost universally, and several of his supporters already executed. Surrendering his erown to
Bolingbroke, Richard was sent to the Tower of London, where he was assassinated by a supporter
of Bolingbroke, now King Henry IV. Saddened by the news of Richard’s death, Henry promised
to go on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land to atone for his role in Richard’s demise.

Reading Levels of Difficulty:
Non-Speaking (NS) Easy(E) Moderate (M)  Challenging (C)

King Richard I1(C) Henry Bolingbroke, Duke of Hereford (C)
John of Gaunt (C) Thomas Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk (C)
Aumerle (M) Green (E)

Bushy (E) Bagot (NS)

Duke of York (C) Earl of Salisbury (E)

Sir Stephen Scroop (E) Henry Percy, or Hotspur (NS)
Northumberland (E) Sir Pierce of Exton (M)

Marrator (M)

Aumerle (ah-mur or oh-murl)

The staging can be accomplished very simply. Props are very simple: a crown, and a throne for
the king. Weapons are mimed. Northumberland must read from a scrolled sheet of paper. At
the beginning of the play, have King Richard wear bright colors, such as red or roval blue, but
after he gives up his throne, to emphasize his reduced position and sadness, have him change
into a darker colored costume prior to him greeting Bolingbroke at Flint castle. King Richard
zhould also be portrayed as a more sympathetic character after he abdicates, and those around
Bolingbroke as very eager to have achieved power. Have the student playing Richard try to
appear calm yet regal in the face of his changed position, and the student playing Bolingbroke
to appear ashamed by his supporters’ actions.

Discuss what is meant by a history play.

+ Discuss briefly the constant struggle for the throne of England during the Middle Ages.

Brainstorm ideas about “What is a hero?”. Who is the hero in this play? s there one?

Retell the story as a newspaper article or as a TV news report, highlighting the major
events,

Draw a picture of your favorite scene in the play/write a paragraph telling why you chose it.
Complete a survey: Do you feel sorry for King Richard? Ask for reasons. Present your
information and findings to the class.
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King Richang:

PELIHE fy BETRERS| S5 o VREL] WIE|R 091 i) o

How now? Winat meeans dealh in this rude :

aEoult? Vilain, thing own hand yielkds
frry caaits instrurment, [King Richord
fokes one of the men's knhes ond stabs
him. The man folls, but as Mng Richarg
wofchas, Exfon shabs him. King Richarg
poinfs to Exfan's knife.] That hand shall
bum In never-guenching fee. Mount,
Mgt e SO, whils my Mesh Sinig S0,
hare 1o die. [He dies.)

Lerter, as Bongbicke, naw King Henry sat in his thione room,
Exton came In bearing the dead body of King Richard.

¥l

Bolingloroke:
5k Flarce of Exion:

sy sl eg o | ESS o L L

What Is this?

Grect kng, within this COMin | presant fy
buried fear: Richond of Bondeou, thy
QREINEST SOy,

Exton, | Honk thee nod. This i O deed of
slonchad onormy heod, My guit is greot,
Bacouss | wishad hirm dedd. Londs, |
pecrhest rry soul B full of woe. 11 make a
voyoge o the Holy Lond, 1o wash ihis
biood off from rmy guity hand. March
sOcly O, QIOCE My MOoUMINgs hee. in
RSN Cftar This uniinady B,

Page Twalve

§ Henry Percy, or Hotspur -

Richard IT

Dramatis Personae

TRy

Dk of Yok -
Ear of Salisbury -
S Stephan Scroop -

Morthismtseriand -
Sir Fieice of Exion -
Marmaios -
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Long ago, in England, the young king, Richard I, often nied
in an grogont woy. Uniie his fother, King Edwoed, Richord

il NOR ohways 1ake e DTMVCE of wiser Men cround him, and |

50 M Offen Mmoce decision ol would corme Back bo haunt

him.

King Richard:

Oid John of Gountl, coll ham o our
peasanca, Bolingibioks and Mook, and

Tace to face, kowning biow 1o frowning
beow, we will hear them.

John of Gaunt:  Brng tham in.

[Enter Bolngbroke and Norfalk. |

Bolingbroke:  (Bows.] Mary hapoy doyvs befall my
QROCIOUS Sovansign.

Mook {Bows.) Eoch doy sl betier oltar's
hapEiness.

King Richard:  'We Mank you Bofh. Cousin Bolingonoke,
what dost hou object against the Duke
of Morolk, Thomas Mowbaoy?

Bolingbroke:  Free fom misbegotten hate, come |

pafone your pincely presancs. Thomas
Mowbnoy 5 O oo i Took your maongy
ond did wiongly usa it, and plotied fhe
Duke of Gloucashers dealh.

Page Two

King Richard:

| Northumberiand:

| King Richard:

Norfhumberiand:

i King Richard:

%

Are wou conbanted 1o resign the ciown?

Ay, ma, WO, Oy | give This Recvy waight
frorm off oy e, and Ehis urwislcy
sCepter from my hand, God s King
Henny, unkinged Richand soys. What
ITICEE NErmains?

Mo moha, Dut eod over fhese
accusations, and these grievous crimes
commited Dy your penson,

Must | 0o 507 Mine eves ame full of fear.
My boid, reod ovid thass aficles.
Fandl Thou formentest me ene | comea.,
Enough, Norhumberond. Convey him
to the Towed (Exit Richard and

Northumberiond,] On Wednesday next,
weer solerminly st down our commosion.

i As he was taken o peson in the Tower, Richand sent his wife

i o Fronce fo save hex life. but shie was very unhappy 10 leave
i hirn. Uninown 1o Bolingioroke, now King Hanry IV, @ man

i nomed Sir Perce of Exion, a loyal senvant of his, hod decided
1 o kil King Rachord in his Tower prison call, becouse he hod

: once heard Bolingoroke say that he wished King Richard

i deod As King Richard sat in his cell, Exdon and two men

: anterad with imdves o,
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As thay neaned Fint Coste. Bolingibioks and N supponeans
wane sunpited 1o find Mot hi g wos ingide. Aler a bial
walt, King Richand come down 10 586 Bolingbioks, kRowing
he wos Qoing 1o kose his ngaom 10 hirm.

King Richard
Bolingbroke:
King Richard
Bolingbroke
King Richard

Your heart & up, OIfMoUgN YOur knee DE Iow
My GrOCious I0ed, | SOMe But 1o My owhn
¥iolE O S yoLes, Oond | o oL, and ol
What hou will have, Il ghve. ond wiling
100, Alg we going Mo London?

Yea, my good ko

Thaan | st ROt Sy o,

in Longon, King Richand wilingly sumencened his Crown 10

Bolingbecke

Poge Ten
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How high @ pifch his resolution soars!
Thomias Mowbray, what soy'st thou 1o This?

Bolngoioke, Moy best! | Cely you, ond
Spit ot youl, and coll you O SIoNoenus
cowand and a vilain, The money | used
15 G0 10 Fancs 1o lehch he quean, and
a8 for Gloucesied's Oaah, | skew him not.

o0d uncia, lel's end this whese if Dagun,
wa'll colrm e Dk of MOMO, YO your
SN

T b O pEOCEMIoS SHOll BEcOrmis iy
oge. My son. end i aigument.

hortolk, you do lewise.

Wiy o § disgroCed hana, piesced 1o
fingr 300l | conngt,

Cousin Boingbecke, 00 YOu begin?
| connol.

Wia wene not bom 10 sue, but 1o command.
O dngaon's adth shall not Ba solad with
biood. Thenelore, we DONSH you Both from
oL fedritones. You, Cousin Bolingioke,
upon pain of 0BOth, WiCe e SUmImens
PP o Shoey Ccny.
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