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READING STRATEGY

Contrast
These sentences
tell how foxes
and cats are
different: Foxes
belong to the
dog family and
cats to the cat
family.

Compare
These sentences
tell how foxes
and cats are
alike: They hunt
alike, can retract
their claws, and
have similar
eyes.
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.
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Comparing & Contrasting

» When reading a story or an article, it's helpful to think about how things are
alike and how they are different.

* As you read, ask yourself: “What is the same about these things?” and

"How are they different?”

® \When you think about how things are dlike, you compare them.

® \When you think about how things are different, you contrast them.

% Read this paragraph. Look for the answers to these compare/contrast
questions.

e How are foxes and cats alike?

e How are they differente

Foxes and Cats

Foxes are members of the dog family. Cats are members
of the cat family. Dogs and cats aren’t usually alike, are they?
However, foxes and cats are alike in some

ways. Foxes hunt like cats. They sneak

» upon their prey and pounce on it, just
as cats do. Unlike dogs, cats can pull in,
or retract, their claws. Foxes can retract
their claws part way. Foxes and cats also
have similar eves. Their pupils become
big and round at night, so they see well
in dim light.




* You could chart how things are dlike and different like this:

Both

Foxes sneak up on prey and Cats
members of pounce members of
dog family refract claws cat family

eyes see in dim light

Your Turn

% Read this passage. Compare and contrast the saw-whet owl and the
great horned owl. Make a chart like the one above.

Birds of a Different Feather

There are 12 kinds of owls in North America. They're all alike in many
ways. They all have huge, fixed eyes in the front of their heads. Their
feathers have soft edges, so they hardly make any noise when they fly. All
owls are meat-eaters.

The saw-whet owl is the smallest owl. It
measures only 7 inches and weighs 3 ounces.
Its wingspan is about 17 inches.

One of the largest owls at up to 2 feet is
the great horned owl. It weighs between 2 2
and 3 pounds. A great horned owl’s wings can
stretch 5 feet from tip to tip.

If you hear a long series of toots or
whistles at night, you may be hearing a saw-
whet owl. If you hear deep, low hoots, it’s
probably a great horned owl.
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by Jamal Massoud

" Set Your "\
Purpose

How are seahorses and
penguins alike? Read this
article and find out!

.
.
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H ere’s a riddle. What animal father takes
very good care of its young? If your answer is
the male seahorse, you are right. If your answer
is the male emperor penguin, you are right, too.

The male seahorse has a pouch on its belly.
The female lays her eggs in this pocket. Then
she swims away. The male seahorse swims
around with the eggs in his pouch. When the
eggs hatch, hundreds of babies emerge from
the pouch.

A similar story describes the birth of
emperor penguins. In the Antarctic, where
emperor penguins live, the female climbs onto
the ice. She lays one egg on the ice. Then, like
the female seahorse, she has done her job, and
she swims away.

Like the male seahorse, the male emperor
penguin protects his unborn young. He does
this by rolling the egg onto his feet. He uses the

lower part of his fat, warm belly to cover the egg.

Then, with the egg on his feet, he joins a group
of other males. For two months, they crowd
together to keep their eggs and themselves
warm. During this time, they don’t eat.

After two months, a baby penguin, or chick,
hatches. The male penguin feeds the chick with
a milky liquid that comes from his throat. Soon,
the female penguin appears. She takes over
the care of the baby while the male returns to
the sea to hunt for food for his family. After six
months, the chick is ready to live on its own.

e o oo
........
. * .
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Name

226

Use with What a Good Dad! (pages 224-225)

Date

Check Your Understanding

Fill in the letter with the best answer for each question.

1. In what way is a male seahorse like a male
emperor penguin?
® They both live in the Antarctic.
They both take care of their unbomn babies.

© They are both called chicks.
®© They both have faf, warm bellies.

2. How is a female seahorse like a female
emperor penguin?
® They both have pouches on their bellies.
They both take care of their newborn babies.
© They both eat more than the males.
®© They both lay eggs and then swim away.

3. How is the birth of seahorses different from the
birth of penguins?
® Seahorses are born on ice.
Seahorses are bom in a pouch.
© Seahorses are protected by their fathers at birth.
® Seahorses don't eat anything for months.

4. Which of these events happens first?

® A female seahorse lays her eggs in the
male’s pouch.

Hundreds of babies emerge from the
male’s pouch.

© The male seahorse swims around with
eggs in his pouch.

® Hundreds of seahorse eggs hatch.

5. What is the main idea of the second
paragraph?

® A male seahorse has a pouch on ifs belly.

Male seahorses protect their unbom
children.

© Female seahorses lay hundreds of eggs.

® Male seahorses don't eat while they have
eggs in their pouch.

Vocabulary

Find each vocabulary word in the selection.
The words and sentences around it will help
you figure out its meaning.

Fill in the letter with the best definition of the
underlined word.

1. Did you know the answer to the riddle?

® animal with no feet

empty space

© insfrument with four sfrings

® puzzling problem or question

2. What animal father takes very good care of
its young?
® enemies © children
home O fruits or vegetables

3. The male emperor penguin protects his
unborn young.

® keeps safe  © laughs at
throws ® eatfs

4. The male penguin feeds the chick with a
milky liquid that comes from his throat.

® acom © long pole or sfick
hat ®© wet substance that
is not solid

5. Soon, the female penguin appears.

® attacks © swims away

shows up ®© eatfs
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« Scholastic Inc.

Hi-Lo Nonfiction Passages for Struggling Readers: Grades 4-5

Use with What a Good Dad! (pages 224-225)

Name Date

Word work The endings -ed and -ing can be added

to many verbs without changing the

Antonyms are words that have opposite spelling of the base word.

meanings. For example, hot and cold are protect protected protecting

antonyms. Many one-syllable verbs that end with an

e will drop the e when the -ed or -ing is
Write the word from below that means the opposite added.

of the word in dark type. .
name named naming

alone wrong upper harms thin
Read each sentence. Add the suffix -ed or -ing to the

1. Sunscreen protects vour skin from the sun. Too
P / word in dark type.

much sunlight your skin.

. visit Last week |
2. Use sunscreen together with clothing. 6 TSI, oL s

the aquarium.

Sunscreen may not be enough
protection. 7. guide  Someone at the aquarium
, . d.
3. Don't wear thick clothing that will make you vs @reun
hot. Wear , light clothes insfead. 8. live We saw a seahorse
in the water.
4, Cover your legs on the lower part of your i ihe warer
body. Cover your arms on the 9.float A sechorse moves by
body as well. because it cannot swim well.
5. Being careful is the right way to have fun in the 10. like Our class leaming
sun. To be careless is : about the seahorse.

Write Now

In “What a Good Dad!” you read about ways that seahorses and
penguins are alike and different. Look at the Venn diagram below.

® Plan to write a paragraph about how two
plants or animals are alike in some ways
and different in other ways. First, make a
diagram, like the one shown, to compare

Emperor
Penguin

Both

* Mother lays eggs.

Seahorse

e Female lays

| il hundreds of * Mother swims away. e Female lays one
your two plants or animals. eggs. * Father takes care of egg on ice.
* Male swims unborn babies. * Male rolls egg
. with eggs in to feet.
* Write a paragraph that compares and pouch?g . f,?jefsns other

¢ Hundreds of
babies emerge
from pouch.

contrasts the two plants or animals you
have chosen. Use the ideas on your
diagram. Use words that compare, such as
alike, unlike, similar, and different.

male penguins
to keep warm.
® Male does not
eat for two
months.
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